
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                     MAY 31, 2015 
  
TRINITY  SUNDAY 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship – Nicene Creed (Traditional). Hymnal, p. 15. 
 Hymn – 138 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, you work to make me perfect in the sense that 
you would include in my awareness everything essential to my 
experiencing the whole of the person I am.  My understanding 
of perfection is simpler and different—being without defect or 
blemish.  I find I mistake my understanding for yours, and 
believe I am following yours when I am actually following mine: 
I go about weeding my life of the things I consider imperfect, 
believing that by doing so I am assisting you.  If I were truly 
assisting you I would be more receptive.  I would consider that 
the thoughts and feelings you plant in my awareness, the ones 
I deem to be weeds, are actually there to inform and illumine 
me. 

  
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 3:1-17 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 139 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY      1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings for June 7, 2015 
1 Samuel 8:4-11 (12-15) 16-20 (11:14-15); Psalm 138; 

2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1; Mark 3:20-35. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, always helping us fashion 

the most fully human response possible for us as 
concerns what our life contains. 

 
If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Trinity Sunday [John 3:1-17] 

 The Trinity is a doctrine that comes from the life of the early 
church. It was written at the Council of Nicea, convened in 325CE. 
The Council spent 25 years arguing and debating as to the nature 
of God before the doctrine was adopted. The full expression of 
the doctrine is found in the Nicene Creed. The doctrine itself is 
not found in the Bible, although the components of the doctrine 
are found there, and the Council took those components and 
expanded them into the doctrine. The doctrine states there is one 
God who exists in three persons, commonly referred to as Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. The word translated into English as “persons” 
does not refer to beings, but rather to “facets” or “aspects;” so 
there is one God whose life has three facets or aspects to it. The 
word God is a noun, which in English gives the impression that 
God is an entity, so it is important to remember that God in the 
Bible is basically a reality that encounters us and interacts with us, 
and in that sense the word God works more like a verb: it denotes 
an action. Each aspect of God is an action that comes toward us 
and interacts with us, each of the three doing something 
different, and all three working together toward one goal, that of 
bringing us the fullest human life possible for us. 

The first aspect of God [Father/Mother] interacts with us as 
the activity of “parenting” in the best sense of that word. It is the 
activity of nurturing, supporting, encouraging, guiding, correcting, 
and enjoying us as we live our lives. This aspect of God comes 
toward us constantly, and is available to us in the form of 
thoughts and feelings which engage us so as to assist us in moving 
along our path in life. 

All of us have areas of life in which we do not function well. 
These would be areas in which our self-talk is impaired by our not 
being able to feel and think easily and clearly. The genius of the 
Trinity is that it elaborates an understanding of God which directly 
addresses this basic reality of human life. In the Trinity there are 
two additional aspects to the life of God. 

The second aspect of God [Son or Christ] interacts with us by 
inhabiting our life with us. The activity that comes toward us is 
essentially that of introducing us to feelings and thoughts we 

need to process yet are difficult to consider. What makes some 
thoughts and feelings difficult is that we have learned to judge 
them and reject them any time they appear. The activity that is 
Christ is that of introducing these thoughts and feelings to us, and 
then re-introducing them when we dismiss them. Each time we 
reject these thoughts and feelings and Christ returns them we 
learn more about why we should not be feeling and thinking them, 
and in the process we learn that we are acceptable with them. This 
activity repeats and repeats until we realize that the thoughts and 
feelings that have been brought to us are legitimately part of us. 

The third aspect of God [Holy Spirit] appears in us as the 
capacity to remember the thoughts and feelings that have been 
introduced to us, and also as the activity of thinking and feeling 
about them. This aspect of God helps us reconsider why we should 
not be having these thoughts and feelings. Calling to mind the 
thoughts and feeling we should not be having, and then 
reconsidering the reasons we should not have them, is the way 
these thoughts and feelings are eventually integrated into our life. 

These activities which are God operate in us continuously. As 
they work together they bring us awareness and consciousness; 
and, as a consequence, the fullness of our own human life. 

What makes the Trinity difficult is that we tend not to think of 
God as actions which come toward us. We tend to think of God as 
one who wants us to act. We do not think of God as urging us to 
think and feel about the way we think and feel, urging us to 
explore the way we think and feel as the way changes are made in 
the way we live and therefore in the way we act. We go too 
quickly to acting; consequently we act routinely, automatically, 
without awareness or consciousness. We tend to think we are the 
ones relating to God, rather than that God is the one relating to us. 
Consequently, we attempt to lead in the dance with God rather 
than following. Because the emphasis is on doing rather than on 
receiving we lose “spirituality,” the mental, emotional and 
imaginative connection to both God and our own life. When we 
attend to what the Trinity describes, our own human life deepens 
and expands, which impacts the way we interact with everything. 



The Trinity is rooted in an understanding that God is moving 
human life from a state of less awareness and consciousness into 
a state of greater awareness and consciousness, and that having a 
human life is about participating in this movement. In this 
understanding God is what initiates and orchestrates the 
unfolding and expanding of consciousness by including in our 
awareness as much as is possible concerning what is true of us. 
The second and third activities which God is are how God 
accomplishes this. Apart from this understanding, the second and 
third aspects of God have no relevance. Many people’s 
understanding of life is very different. They think of life as having 
fallen from a state of perfection, and see the task of human life as 
being the restoration of perfection, or at least the preservation of 
as much perfection as it possible. In this understanding of life only 
the first aspect of God [parenting] is relevant: God is seen as the 
custodian of perfection, who asks us to seek it by ridding 
ourselves of defects, who encourages us in our endeavors, and 
who forgives us when we fail. 

How does a person go from the second understanding to the 
first? The movement is from one way of life to another way of life, 
one frame of mind to a different frame of mind. The answer given 
in today’s text is: one must be “born again,” or “born from 
above,” or “born anew,” or “born of water and Spirit.” These are 
all metaphors which describe a change of mind and heart such 
that we begin to perceive and experience the influence of God 
[kingdom of God] making us more aware and more conscious. We 
are all born into the second understanding of life described in the 
previous paragraph, where life is about achieving or recovering a 
state of perfection that has been lost or has never been 
experienced yet is desired. As the second and third activities 
which God is begin to be perceived and experienced we are “born 
again” into this different understanding of life. The unfolding of 
awareness and consciousness takes us on an internal journey to 
the personal places and spaces which are necessary so that we 
may participate in the fullness of our human life rather strive for 
its perfection. We are asked to “lift up” this way of life and the 
God who orchestrates it so that those who are in the process of 

being “born anew” can grasp what is happening to them and keep 
their bearings. All of this is a manifestation of the love of God, 
whose intent is for us to have “eternal life,” that is, “perpetual 
vitality,” the fullness of our own human life. 

[Jim Robie, 5-29-15, Cycle B, John 3:1-17] 

 


